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REMEMBERING MARIE
Marie's Kids was named in honor of Marie
Alfred, a passionate educator and mother
of eight. Marie believed strongly in value of
education, teaching her children to read,
add, and subtract before they enrolled in
school. This headstart, along with the value
of education she instilled in her children,
was extremely valuable in encouraging their
academic achievement. Three of her
children have followed in her footsteps,
teaching at the K-12 and postsecondary
levels. We honor her memory.

2021 YEAR IN REVIEW
Despite challenges created by the COVID-19
pandemic, Marie's Kids continued to provide
innovative STEAM education opportunities to students
in the North Charleston Area. We hosted virtual
events, socially distanced in-person activities, and
sponsored students to attend local STEM and STEAM
summer camps. We also developed exciting new
relationships including co-hosting events with the
Waylyn Neighborhood Association, N. Charleston
Police Department and gaining access to space
through Clemson University!

Marie's Kids received a huge in-kind donation
from ESSTEAM nonprofit in Summerville, SC. The
total value of the gift was almost $10,000. Thank
you to Katie Monsma and ESSTEAM!
The new supplies will enable students to receive more
hands-on training with coding, circuits and robotics.
This donation will support our goal to continue to
engage students with hands-on STEAM activities. The
current target audience are students in the North
Charleston area.
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STEAM AFTER SCHOOL
Marie's Kids lead virtual activities for after school program at North
Charleston Elementary

EXPLORING DNA HELIX
STRUCTURE & MODEL HEART!
February 16, 2021 | November 17, 2021

During our virtual program on February
16, students learned about the structure
of DNA and created a Helix activity using
pipe cleaners and different color beads.
Eleven K-5 students participated in this
event led by an environmental
engineering on the Marie’s Kids team.
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STEAM DAY
Marie's Kids host bilingual STEAM day at Morningside Middle

" [my favorite part was] watching the students problem solve and hearing instruction in two languages"

BUILDING A SOLAR OVEN
AND MODEL LUNGS
May 8, 2021

Maries Kids hosted a Virtual STEAM day at
Morningside Middle in North Charleston.
Students learned about solar energy and
constructed a solar oven (which they tested by
making s'mores)! Students also built model
lungs to learn about our respiratory system.
Students, along with their parents collected
their pre-prepared activity kits before the
activity time to be able to participate.This event
was facilitated by two Marie Kids' leaders
including a Computer scientist and an
environmental engineer. The event was held in
English and Spanish. The STEM coordinator
for the Charleston County School District along
with two teachers were present.
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PAINTING IN THE PARK
A is for ART: Marie's Kids Use Painting Events to Teach Students
about planets and mountains

"Thank you again for such a lovely event" ~ President of Waylyn Neighborhood Association

SOLAR SYSTEM PAINTING!
July 17, 2021 | September 26, 2021

Maries kids partnered with community leaders in
the Waylyn Neighborhood Association to host a
guided painting session of the solar system in the
neighborhood park. Students learned about the
differences between terrestrial and gas giant planets.
Also, they learned that the Sun is considered a
medium size star in the Solar System amongst some
other cool facts. Members of the North Charleston
police department attended the event. Police Chief
Burgess also came to join in the festivities.
CONTINUED TO P. 06
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[CONTINUED]
A is for ART: Marie's Kids Use Painting Events to Teach Students about planets
and mountains
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SUMMER STEAM CAMPS
Marie's Kids sponsors 9 students to attend summer camps

SUMMER STEAM CAMPS
Marie’s Kids sponsored nine students to attend
STEAM summer camps this past summer. Four
students from N. Charleston Elementary attended
the Citadel’s Treasure Hunters STEAM camp in
Charleston. About the camp: Campers used cuttingedge 3D technology, scientific analysis, and military
protocols to track down, rescue, and protect
important international cultural artifacts
throughout history from WWII to modern-day in
this hands-on interdisciplinary experience.
Five middle school students from the Liberty Hill
Neighborhood attended the Young Maker
Innovation Camp in Summerville. Students had the
opportunity to use a 3D printer to create models of
their inventions. At the end of the camp students
presented their innovative invention to their peers,
family and community leaders including one idea
for a brain stimulating tool designed for children.
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STEAMING INTO
THE FUTURE
We are excited to announce that we will
launch our STEAM Saturday programming
this year! Thanks to a partnership with
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STEAMing into the
Future!
STEAMing afterschool

Clemson University we can now host our
program at the Zucker Family Graduate

STEAMing Saturdays

Education Center in North Charleston. We
are planning to work with a cohort of 3-5th

STEAMing @ home

graders twice a month on STEAM topics
such as flight, weather, genes and
measurements. Follow us on social media

Painting in the Park

for updates.

THANK YOU TO ALL
OF OUR FUNDERS!

WE COULD NOT DO
THIS WITHOUT YOU
WE

RAISED

OVER

$1000

ON

#GIVINGTUESDAY

Thank you!
Marie’s Kids would not be able to do all
of this without the financial support of
all our funders, including our monthly
donors. We sincerely thank you for your
gifts. If you have not yet donated but
would like to give or become a monthly
donor, please contact us.

The right age for STEAM is now!

Donate
Marie's Kids | page 08

OUR TEAM

Nicole Barclay, PhD
Director of Research

David Hazeltine
Director of Fundraising and Marketing

Jaylin Carter

Tiffanie Smith, PhD

Co-director of
themes and curriculum

Co-director of
themes and curriculum

Myrtede Alfred, PhD
Executive Director
Board of Directors
Myrtede Alfred, PhD (Chair)
Stephanie WhetselBorzendowski, PhD

Brandon Matthews
Melva James, PhD
Technical editor

VeeAnder Mealing, PhD
Events Coordinator

Director of Outreach

Tyrese Bryant
Desharee Williams

Isiah Hamilton

Executive Assistant

Jade Clement
Volunteer

Curriculum Committee

Tania the Artist

Ezekial Clement

Volunteer

Volunteer

Advisor

Travis Smith, PhD

Happy New Year!
Contact Us:
www.marieskids.org | 843-970-0418 | marieskidssc@gmail.com
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